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YOUNG PEOPLE*S SUMMER INSTITUTES 


Tien Feng in its August 20 and September numbers reports on several young people's insti- 
tutes that were held during the summer, The ones reported on are; 


Place Date Number present 
Shanghai July 23-27 1,700 
Tsinan July 26-29 50 
Hangchow (at Mokanshan) July 31-August 4 100 
Amoy “ 128 
Tsingtao s 200 


The Shanghai Institute is reported on most completely. Not only is there a detailed account 
>. went on every day, but there is also a two-page editorial on the subject, and a summary 
x of the speeches given during the Institute. 


One paragraph in the Editorial makes the same point that Bishop Kaung and his associates 
made in their address to the Shanghai Municipal Congress (See November Ig Bulletin), warning 
Christian young people that they must not think it necessary to join the Communist Party, If 
they are patriotic and work positively for socialist construction, that is enough to entitle them to 
be called progressives, and they should not consider abandoning their faith to join the Communist 


Party. 


Three of the six speeches summarized were given by Little Flock members, one by a Meth- 
odist and two by Episcopalians, The three Little Flock members are respectively a hospital 
nurse, a machinist and a school teacher, and the Methodist is a hospital orderly. Of the two 
Episcopalians, one, a member of St. Peter’s, used to work in Whiteaway and Laidlaw’s Depart- 
ment Store; the other, a member of St. Paul’s, does not state what his work is, though there are 
indications that he might be a teacher, They are all of them young people themselves, who 
spoke to their comrades out of their own experienceof witnessing and service. Some of them 
have been given public awards for faithful service in their field, and they give the credit to their 
Christian faith for making it possible for them to serve thus effectively. They also rejoice in 
the good name which this gives to the Christian profession. 


For the two institutes at Tsinan and Tsingtao, Rev. Chao Fu-san and Rev, Ying Chi-tseng 
from Peking were present as special speakers. 


One interesting item of news about the Shanghai Institute is that the Students Association of 
Chiaotung University sent a letter of greeting to the Institute. 


NANKING ‘SPEEC HES 


. Three of the speeches given at the Nanking Three-self Conference (See November 19 Bul- 
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letin) are reported in the September 3 Tien Feng. A woman, Chen Han-wen, member of ne 
Han Chung Church, tells of her work in combatting illiteracy, Then a member of the Spiritual 
Food Church tells how he has continued to witness for Christ under the present regime, From 

the first questionnaire which he had to fill in back in 1949 on, he has boldly written down 
‘“‘Christian’’ at every opportunity, He always bows his head for a blessing, no matter where he 

is eating. As a result he has had no difficulties, whereas some of his more timid brethren, who 
have half-way concealed their Christian status, have had many difficulties. His conclusion is, 
‘*Respect your own faith, and others will respect it too.”’ 


The third speech is by a student in Nanking Theological Seminary, Shen Chen-en, an 
Episcopalian, At the age of 15 he had decided to enter the ministry. Evidently of a rather high 
church background, he said to his mother one day, ‘‘How wonderful a pastor's hands are. Only 
they can handle the Holy Communion,** His mother replied, ‘‘Don’t forget the pastor's feet. 
‘How beautiful are the feet of him that bringeth glad tidings’.’* But after Liberation he lost his 
zeal for the ministry. He thought, ‘*The Communist Party is anti-religious and atheistic; the 
church may have to close its doors, so if | become a minister, that is just asking for trouble, 
that would be entering a dead end street.** So he entered an engineering college from which 
he graduated in 1953. But in his last few months in college his older call to the ministry re- 
asserted itself, He reported his change of purpose to the school authorities, and also applied for 
admission to Nanking Theological Seminary, The Seminary authorities took up the question 
with the Religious Affairs Bureau, and also with the Bureau of Education, and succeeded in get- 
ting him released from his engineering commitments, Now at the end of his three year course 
in the Seminary, President Ting has asked him to continue in the Seminary as a research worker, 
and he has decided that this is the best way for him to serve the church in China, 


YENCHING THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Tien Feng for August.20 has an article about Yenching Theological Seminary. The new 
union seminary began three years ago with the union of three seminaries and only twenty-som 
students. The participating units now number eleven, and students over 80, Latest unit to joi 
is the Hsiang-shan Spiritual Cultivation Institute, which with a student-faculty group of about 20 
entered the union in May of this year, The eleven participating units are: Yenching School of 
Religion, Women's Bible School of Peking, Peking Theological Seminary, Holiness Bible School 


of Peking, Kaifeng Baptist Seminary, Mukden Northeastern Seminary, Shek*ou Lutheran Semi- 


nary, Hunan Bible School, Assemblies of God School of Truth in Peking, Central China Union 
Seminary, and the Hsiang Shan Institute. The students now come from 13 different provinces 
and from 14 different denominations, Their ages range from 16 to 57. 


A board of managers for this union seminary was not officially set up until March of this 
year, when a Board of 30 was set up, with Marcus Chen as Chairman, Bishop Z. T. Kaung as 
Vice-chairman, and Rev, Ying Chi-tseng as Secretary. This Board proceeded to appoint Rev. 
Li Jung-fang, the former Dean, as Vice-chairman of the Governing Committee (probably equiv- 
alent of Vice-president), and then electing Rev. Chao Fu-san as Dean and Feng Kuang-chieh as 
Assistant Dean, 


As an example of the creative work being done at the Seminary, it is stated that Old Testa- 
ment Professor Li Jung-fang is compiling a Hebrew-Chinese Dictionary. Other projects in the 
study of Chinese Christian thought and of Chinese church history are mentioned. Some of the 
students in the Seminary are looking forward to participating in this research, and to this purpose 
are taking special work in English, Greek and Hebrew, 


YMCA DELEGATION TO INDIA 


A party of six YMCA leaders from China spent the month of October in India, meeting 
YMCA, church, educational and social work leaders in Calcutta, Allahabad, Bombay, Nagpur, 
Madras, Bangalore, Trivandrum and other centers, and ending the tour at New Delhi, where 
they were scheduled to be received by the Prime Minister, The delegation consisted of the fol- 
lowing persons; Li Shou-pao (S.C. Li), Associate General Secretary of the National Committe 
of the YM; Bishop Wang Shen-yin (Stephen S, Y. Wang), Episcopal Bishop of Shantung, and 3 
member of the Tsinan YM Board; Rev. Hsiung Chi-pei (Peter Hung), Pres. of Canton YM, and 
member of National Board YMCA, Methodist pastor; Chu Pei-en, General Secretary of Nanking 
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&2. Lo Kuan-tsung (K.C. Lo), Associate General Secretary of the Shanghai YM; and Szutu 
Tung (T. W. Situ), Associate Director of the Program Division of the National Committee, 


Miss Margaret Budd (Ningpo 1947-49), who is now in India, met this delegation in Cal- 
cutta, She writes, ‘‘They were very free and easy with us and seemed very happy. They in- 
sisted that the rural church was going on all right, but we don’t hear much about it because, they 
manage their own affairs. One of them said the tribal peoples in Southwest China have their 
own autonomous government and that members of the Miao Methodist Church came into 
Kunming a short while ago to ask a minister to go out and ordain some of their men,** Another 
correspondent sends us snap shots of S.C. Li, Bishop Wang, and Chu Pei-en, taken in India, 
which show these old friends all apparently in good health, 


General Secretary Y.C. Tu, in approving this visit, said, ‘*Such an exchange of visits will 
strengthen our fellowship in Christ and will be beneficial in the promotion of mutual under- 
standing and friendship between the YMCA’s of China and India, as well as between the youth 


of our two countries, ’’ 


TWO HUNDRED DAYS as Prisoners of the Chinese Communists 


This book is by two Methodist missionary ladies formerly in West China, Luella G, Koether 
and T. Janet Surdam (for sale by authors, Riceville, lowa, at $3.25 postpaid), It is an account 
of their imprisonment in Chungking and Suining in 1951, artlessly told, but all the more vivid 
and effective because of this simplicity, It is practically a blow by blow account of their ex- 
periences from December 25, 1950, when they were arrested in Chungking while waiting for 
exit visas, until their final release at the Hong Kong border on July 16, 1951. Sometimes the 
detail gets a little too prolix, with some of the experiences being practically duplicates of 
earlier ones, but on the whole the reader's interest is kept up throughout, at least this one’s was, 


They do not make much of an attempt to analyze the situation in which they found them- 
© das, True, the last short chapter is entitled *‘Communism As We See It,** but they did not 
see very deeply, -- they reported just what was before their eyes. The result is a strong indict- 
ment of the whole system, not by any frenzied shouting or piling up of adjectives, but by the 
plain picture of what happened to two innocent and inoffensive ladies who went to China only to 


serve, 


COLONIALISM AND THE CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY IN CHINA 


This is the title of a four page article in the August 6 ‘Tien Feng, written by members of the 
Tien Feng staff. It purports to prove, by quotations from Western writers, both missionary and 
non-missionary, that missions have been used for the commercial and political advantage of the 
sending countries, Among the missions writers quoted are Warneck, Grose (Biography of Bash- 
ford), Latourette, and the Chinese Recorder. 


(The thesis of this article, as stated above, no one would attempt to refute, Nowhere do 
the writers attempt to prove that those advantages were ever the purpose of missions, but only 
that in many cases they were part of the results of missions.) 


CHURCH NEWS 


The Hunan-Kwangsi Diocese of the Episcopal Church gets out an occasional Newsletter. 
Tien Feng culled a news item from its pages recently to the effect that three Hengyang church 
members had been given meritorious mention for effective work in the anti-illiteracy campaign, 
one an Episcopalian, one CIM, and one CCC, The first two were district awards, and the third 


a ‘*street’’ award, 


A conference on the church message (self-propagation) was held in Wenchow July 12-18, 
with 152 persons present representing the following six churches: Methodist, the two Independ- 
churches (Yeh-su-chiao and Chi-tu-chiao), CIM, Little Flock, and Seventh Day Advent. 
C) retin was held in the West Side Methodist Church in Wenchow. The general subject was 

istians and the World,’* which was discussed under the following more specific questions; 
1, Why did God create the world? What is the meaning and value of that which He created? 


“ 


2. What was our Lord's attitude towards the world? How does He teach usto view the oreo 
world? 3. The apostle Paul’s view of the world; consistencies and inconsistencies, 4. The 
world view of other apostles, The conclusions they reached were: The Bible presents at least 
five different meanings of the word ‘‘world’’. To be spiritual does not mean separation from the 
world, Obedience to the ‘‘powers that be” is a duty only if those powers are good, rewarding 
good men and punishing evil men, This shows the importance of ‘*study’* and of the Three-self 
Movement, ‘Formerly many persons thought that the Three-self Movement was secular and not 
spiritual, that to study meant to lose one’s faith, and that both of them were therefore a bad 
thing for the church, This mistaken view was corrected in this conference.”’ 

The Religious News Service announced in Hong Kong on November 28 that it had received 
a report to the effect that Rev. Kimber Den, former Episcopalian Bishop of the Chekiang Dio- 
cese, who had been imprisoned for four years, has been released and ‘‘publicly exonerated," 
The report said that a minor Communist official had been jailed for wrongful imprisonment of 
the bishop. The Anglican delegation from Australia which is now visiting China (See Bulletins 
for July and September 24) were able to interview the bishop in Shanghai, (Presumably his ex- 
oneration will not mean his restoration to his position as bishop of Chekiang, since the present 
incumbent, K. H, Ting, is so very much persona grata with the government, There has never 
been any report as to how the diocesan convention that elected K, H. Ting, came to consider 
the position vacant, Had Kimber Den resigned, or been deposed? If the latter, how legal, 
canonically speaking, was the action?) 

Methodist pastor Hwang Pei-yung from Shanghai, Episcopalian pastor and theological pro- 
fessor Chao Fusan from Peking, and YW Secretary Kuo Hsiu-mei went to West Germany in 
August to attend the meeting of the General Committee of the World Student Christian Feder- 
ation. Bishop K. H. Ting also came there from Hungary to be one of the speakers at the Com- 
mittee meeting. 

The Y. T. Wu report, in its People’s China form (See September 10 Bulletin) is available 
in the Occasional Bulletin for October 23 of the Missionary Research Library, 3041 Broadway, 
New York 27,.N.Y., at fifteen cents, - or send one dollar for a year’s subscription to the Oc- 


casiona! Bulletin. 
One of the eight Catholic members of the Indonesian Parliament toured China during nf) 
vember, In Peking he met a group of lay Catholics who professed complete loyalty to the Pope. 
But on his arrival in Hong Kong he was told by Jesuit missionaries there that the group he had 
met with were members of the **Progressive Church”* sponsored by the Communist government. 
His conclusion was that it is not easy for a casual visitor to China to distinguish between genuine 
and ‘‘progressive’* Catholics. 

The Baptist Church in Shantung is thriving. The Szushui Church regularly holds a baptismal 
service every August, This year 38 were baptized. Within the same county there is a village 
church in Nanpeting, where 41 were baptized in a recent baptismal service. 


PRAYER FOR CHINA 


A retired business man in Shanghai has written an article entitled ‘The Bible and China,"’ 
to show the place which China has in Biblical promises. He considers that the Biblical Sinim is 
China, the Chinese are Semites, and the Wise Men from the East came from China, The article 
gets a little longer each time he copies it, and it is now over 60 pages. It concludes with this 


prayer: 


Ah Almighty God, merciful Father, have mercy on the six hundred million unsaved Chinese 
people, now in the world without the knowledge of Jesus the Saviour, without salvation and with- 


out hope. It is not how we will, nor how we run, but how Thou dost dispense Thy mercy. Save 
us, Lord, and we shall be saved. We thank Thee, Ruler of mankind, for placing the Chinese 


people in the East, the position of light, yet we are now still groping in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, We thank Thee again for Thy promise to invite the people from the land of 
Sinim to sit down in the marriage feast of the Lamb, Dear Lord, we thank Thee too for Thy 
marvelous guidance and protection, leading the wise men from China across the continent of 
Asia to have the first privilege ‘*to fall down and worship’’ Thy Son, and then being the first to 
present Him with valuable gifts. Lord, Thou hast promised also that the last shall be first. Lord, 
forgive our impatience and hasten the day that the Chinese people may soon become the saved 
sheep of Thy pasture, Lord, Thou art the Lord God of Shem, have mercy on us, the numero 
offspring of our father Shem. Lord, raise up prophets among the Chinese people who may 
courageous enough and clean enough for Thy use for the salvation of lost souls in this nation, 
the glory of Jesus Christ the Lord and Saviour, In His name we ask. Amen, 
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